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cars & their owners 2 
Mr R. Mason of Tunbridge Wells 

1935 20/25 James Young drophead coupe'with dickey 

Chassis GHY 73   Engine V2P   Registration no.TWX 886 

I had been looking for some time for a 20/25 with a coupe' body when I heard 
about this car in London.   When I saw it, it was in a terrible state - the body 
in near scrap condition, the engine with a rod through the crankcase.. 

However, I decided to buy her to see what could be done, as I have the help of 
a very clever mechanic.   The engine was replaced with one recently overhauled. 
Work on the body took six months of effort, followed by stripping and repainting 
in primrose and black. 

I am well pleased with the result.   An unusual feature is the dickey seat, which 
must be quite a rarity on such a model. 

Printed by TRUEXpress   Oxford 
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coming events 
Dates have so far been agreed for the following events in 1967.   Others are still 

in process of discussion or negotiation. 

3 February.

   
Film Meeting at British European Airways Training Establishment, 

Heston.   Char and a wads 7 for 7.30.   Small charge to cover expenses.   Colin Hughes 
will be showing Rolls-Royce films and others,  including his own magnificent film of 
the Festiniogg Light Railway, which is a masterpiece,   A.mple parking.   Please let 
Secretary know how many tickets you require. 

7 April.

 

Club Dinner at Weston Manor Hotel, Weston- on- the -Green, a few 
miles north of Oxford. This popular event is always overfull, and seating is 
limited, so first come first served. Tickets at 25/- per head from the 
Secretary. 

20 May.   Combined Clubs International R-R and Bentley Pageant at Goodwood.   Fol- 
lowed by a dinner (undress) at the Guildhall, Portsmouth. 

21 May.    Meet in grounds of Goodwood House.   Picnicing from 11.30 onwards. 
Members can go over the house after lunch. 

11 June.   We have been invited to attend/participate in a rally to commemorate the 
60th anniversary of the opening of Brooklands race track, by kind courtesy of the 
British Aircraft Corporation, on the track at Weybridge, Surrey. 

18 June.

   

Club rally at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, home of the famous Chelsea 
pensioners.   This is a truly wonderful place, rich in history, and we are 
privileged to be permitted to meet there.   Guides will be provided to tour the 
buildings.   The museum alone is well worth a visit.   Entrance will be by the 
gateway off Chelsea Enbankment.   We hope it will be possible to ask the in 
pensioners to look at our cars and perhaps take a glass of wine with us.   No Briton 
can visit this immortal establishment without experiencing genuine old-fashioned 
nationalistic pride in our heritage, and in these wonderful old soldiers whose spirit 
and turn-out are an absolute tonic. 

2 July.

   

Rally at the Shuttleworth Collection, Old Warden Aerodrome, 
Biggleswade, 
Beds.   A remarkable collection of veteran and vintage aircraft, motor vehicles, 
etc. 
This is a most interesting spot and we are having special parking facilities 
provided and a guide to the exhibits. 

16 July BLENHEIM 1967.

    

This year facilities for light luncheons, and a licensed 
bar will be provided.   We also hope to include a bring and buy sale for spare parts 
etc. as well as a selling plate. 

Other events, including possibly Stowe School and another Pride of Ownership 
event, Luton Hoo in company with another club (non R-R or Bentley) - a tentative 
flirtation to see if they are as clean as us (their cars of course) - a Northern 
rally, a short tour of the Lakes and North Wales, and of course the driving test 
meeting at Staverton and another visit to Beaulieu.   We shall be sending out one of 
those 'strike out that which you cannot attend'things as last year, and full details in 
advance of each event. 

This is a warning.   Now start polishing. 
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chairman's notes 
A Happy New Year to all our members and thank you for the many delightful Christ- 

mas cards you sent.   I hope we shall have a large muster at all the meetings detailed 
in this bulletin. 

Visitors last month included Mr Lagne of Sweden, who told me about his search for 
Silver Ghosts in India while he was there on business.   He eventually bought four Silver 
Ghosts and subsequently found it very difficult to get even one exported from India, so 
any other Indian Ghost hunters should ensure that they can export any car from that 
country before purchase.   One of the four was bought from an Indian palace which 
had nineteen empty garages and one Silver Ghost, flat on its tyres, in the twentieth. 
When Mr Lagne asked the Indian owners why this one remained he received the amaz- 
ing reply that it had never been used as it was not fitted with hunting lamps, so he 
became the owner of a virtually unused Silver Ghost if he can ever get it home to use. 

I was also pleased to entertain Mr Fred. Robins on, of the Australian Club, and his 
wife, who were very recently married and touring Great Britain as part of their honey- 
moon.   Mr Robinson, who is very knowledgeable on Silver Ghosts, explained how com- 
paratively easy it was to lower the steering-rake on this model by loosening all the 
connections and then bolting up in the new lower position, the splined drop arm then 
being repositioned.   This of course upsets the degree of lock but the amount involved 
is quite acceptable. 

Another visitor was Mr Burnett of Somerset, who has acquired two Phantom hearses 
and is having two tourer bodies made by the experienced Bentley body builders at Burton- 
on-Trent.   If any other members wish to have a body built for a Phantom I or II and 
get in touch with Mr F.J.Burnett, The Old Mill, Beam, Wrington, nr.Bristol, this will 
reduce the cost of the body to all concerned, which is expected to be about the £1000 
mark. 

Colin Bradbury paid a surprise visit to Oxford on his return from Canada, and it 
was a great pleasure to see his doctors coupe in gleaming condition after all this time. 
He had been stuck on the road for some hours by an ignition failure, which is very 
difficult to trace and does happen from time to time, in this case due to the rotor of the 
distributor.   It is impossible by visual examination to see anything wrong with this 
part and despite all cleanings and oven bakings it still fails to do its job.   The quick- 
est check is to put in another rotor and to carry a spare, which can save many hours 
of difficult diagnosis and stranding.   Colin has returned to Canada but has left his car 
in the care of Brighton Motor Museum, where it will be on show until he next returns. 

Reproduction of pages from spare parts books

 

As a result of a recent Committee decision to devote more Club resources to a 
larger bulletin with more pages and pictures, a permanent feature will be the repro- 
duction of components from the Club spare parts books, which are very useful in 
showing the breakdown of various components, also their number and size.   The 
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technical quality of these illustrations will be poor as the Club books are themselves 
indistinct.   However, they can be deciphered and a collection of these can be very 
useful in carrying out an overhaul. 

Next issue

 

Contributors are asked to send copy for the next bulletin by February 22nd to the 
editor, 78 Banbury Road, Oxford. 

Tyres 

Experience with a tyre firm mentioned in an earlier bulletin who undertook remoulding 
of all sizes has not proved satisfactory.   We have now had several casings done through 
Hills, whose particulars are appended below.   Club members have a discount of 15% 
on all prices shown.   Service has been very good, all casings being remoulded within 
a fortnight, and they appear very satisfactory. 

Hills Tyres can recondition any size and type of tyre by the Diehard process.   By 
this process, tyres are built by hand and cured in an open steam chamber which 
gives an even cure at a lower temperature than a fixed mould.   The tyres being 
treated in a completely relaxed state, maintaining the casing in a better condition, 
it is therefore possible to recondition tyres several times.   Existing sidewall mark- 
ings remain undisturbed and tread pattern in most cases will follow the original design. 
Customers casings only can be treated.   All remoulded tyres are covered by the usual 
guarantee. 
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secretary's notes 
A Happy New Year to you all, and a special thanks to those many kind members who 

sent Christmas cards.   Next year we really must have some of our own.   The first 
three we received consisted of one Bugatti Owners Club, and two Bentley Drivers 
Club.   Have you no shame?  Bless your hearts anyway, your kind thoughts are much 
appreciated. 

My mail is rumbling with spring.   All around is the rustle of activity.    The dust 
covers are coming off, the winter restorations being hurried on, furtive calculations 
being made on the backs of well-coloured bank statements, polishes of every kind 
are being applied, and no doubt the Technical Secretary's postbag is reaching panic 
proportions.   Take heart, reach for the Wunderweld and the gun-gum.   (I don't mean 
it Nigel - honest I dont.)  Faith will get you home. 

The Goodwood committee meetings continue and we shall soon be in a position to 
print full details.   In fact the general arrangements are very similar to 1964, with 
the addition of a selling plate.   I have had a few requests for tickets for the dinner at 
Portsmouth Guildhall after the pageant.   The supply is strictly limited, so if you want 
to be sure, let me have your requirements as soon as possible. 

Events for 1967 are taking shape, and the list to date is printed elsewhere.   If any 
one has ideas and can come up with something original, do cough up. 

I mentioned in the last edition a recommendation from Mr Rollett of H.Harris 
(Ivory) Ltd, St Ives, Cornwall.   We have had some door slide handles made for the 
20, and they are really beautifully made, and the cost very moderate.   Strongly 
recommended. 

For members living in the Worthing area, the Worthing Historic Commercial 
Vehicle Group are holding monthly meetings for owners of any old motor vehicles 
(that sounds a bit disrespectful but I suppose it includes us) at Candia, 25 Farncombe 
Road, Worthing, on the FIRST Friday of each month throughout 1967, commencing 8pm. 

The Historic Vehicle Clubs Joint Committee, which represents the majority of clubs 
and registers interests towards government legislation on road vehicles, has discussed 
and communicated with the Minister on a number of topics including: 

Headlamps.   Vehicles with non-electric headlamps will be exempt from the Regulations 
on Headlamps.   Other legislation pending. 

Windscreen wipers and washers.   No reply yet received. 
Tyres.   The committee consider the draft of a new Ministry regulation 'Maintenance 
of tyres' to be perfectly reasonable.   Copies have been asked for. 
Taxation.   Correspondence continues. 
Chris Leefe is our representative. 

My scurrilous reference to Ken Waddilove's garage contents brought a rapid reaction, 
in verse.   I quote the last of these: 
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This ghostly gardener never was 
Oh mercy give me strength — because 
The Colonel (like the Light Brigade) 
Another blunder hath he made, 
My blood doth boil my nerves all jerk, 
The gardeners Mercy is MY MERC. 
This correspondence is now closed. 

A plaintive cry from Elliott Levin.   A certain well-known tyre company claiming 
to have every kind of tyre proved most unreliable.   They suggested that a smaller tyre 
would be all right on one wheel, put an undersized tube in another, a third burst after 
inflation to 20 pounds pressure.   Be warned. 

A letter from Jack Ruben in Nairobi tells of a Silver Ghost engine 96A which appears 
almost unused, plus gear box, radiator and steering gear he has recently bought and 
intends to fit into Ghost chassis 60 ZG.   He wants information on date of manufacture 
please.   Apparently these came from the garage of Government House, having been 
bought as spares many years ago and never used.   Anyone tried nipping into Buckhouse 
Mews?  You never know.   After all Steptoe did some business. 

Dr Hellmut Reichelt, our member in Vienna, has now acquired a second Rolls-Royce, 
a 1927 PI Erdmann and Rossi limousine,   76 RF engine DX 85 almost identical to the 
car on p. 228 of the 'Rolls-Royce Car' (obtainable from any good bookseller - commer- 
cial).   The car was purchased from 'an old baron' who owned it since 1928.   Total 
mileage 113,000 kilos.   Work that out for yourself.   The car is in very fine condition, 
having only been used during summer months.   He also enclosed photographs of an 
unusual 4 ¼  Bentley of 1938 owned by a friend.   This car has a rather French-looking 
body and Marchal headlamps and side lamps.   Chassis B63LE.    Anyone know who the 
coachbullder might be? 

Since starting these notes I have had another letter from Dr Reichelt.   An inter- 
esting point for Mrs Castle.   In Austria, if you own two cars, you can have one set of 
registration plates to cover both cars - for the price of one'.   You simply change the 
plates to whichever car you may want to drive.   You tax and insure the larger car and 
both are covered.   It is called Wechselkennzeichen.   Don't ask me to pronounce it. 
What a sensible and liberal approach. 

From the same source some most interesting photographic reproductions from the 
Allgemeine Automobil-Zeitung no. 25 1914, advertisements proclaiming the great R-R 
success in the Alpine Rally of that year.   One is headed 'Der beste Wagen der Welt' 
and the other 'Das Wunder der Alpenfahrt 1914'.   The photographs include one of the 
R-R team, taken apparently outside the Cook Street works, which has not before been 
seen in this country.   Thank you Doctor - very interesting. 

On Sunday last my wife and I enjoyed a quite remarkable experience.   We were in- 
vited to have lunch, in the company of Beeman Honess and Ken Jenner, with Mr and 
Mrs Tom Mason and his wife and daughters, at their home in a remote part of Kent, 
and after the most delightful meal to inspect his collection of seventy-one Rolls-Royces. 
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I spell it so you won't think it a misprint.   This surely must be the largest collection 
of privately owned R-Rs in captivity.   Mr Mason has been collecting them over a period 
of years, and they include some outstanding specimens.   Two show chassis PIIs are 
perhaps the most desirable, but after trying to absorb so many cars the mind boggles, 
and choice is very difficult.   I am hoping at a later date, and when the snow and ice 
recedes, that Mr Mason, who is a Club member, will let me write an article to try 
and describe this Rolls-in-Wonderland treasure house.   Meanwhile I am still reeling 
under the impact, and very grateful for Mr Mason's warm hospitality and the kindness 
of his wife and two charming daughters. 

A bright and beautiful card showing Mt. Kilimanjaro from member K. Patience from 
Nairobi, where he is on leave.   He proposes to visit some of our members in Kenya 
while he is there and to take a look at that Ghost engine no doubt.   He still has his PII, 
but on his return to the UK is prepared to do a deal for a 25. 

Another very lovely coloured photograph from B.C.McGee taken in the Laurentians, 
Quebec, Canada, showing his 1937 25/30 GRP 29 T &M saloon standing before the 
lake, which carried a brightly coloured float plane.   Very picturesque.    Mr McGee 
writes 'Gone are the long hot days of summer.   Snow lies deep about and the mercury 
was down to 0 degrees F last night'.   The Royce doesn't seem to mind much and quickly 
reaches operating 80C.   I do have an overnight radiator heater.   Only the suspension 
oil nearly solidifies and rock hard riding results.'   Go anywhere these Royces. 

One final word (a fatal phrase when I use it) in connection with the Goodwood pro- 
gramme, which as you know is a large and glossy production full of interest and well 
worth preserving; we are putting together an article based on the delights of Rolls- 
Roycing for the owner-driver, and especially on the considerable degree of restora- 
tion possible by the ordinary amateur.   We need some clear 'before and after' pictures 
from a genuine amateur which we can print to illustrate the script.   If any of you have 
such photographs, would you please let me have them on loan. 

E.B. 

northern notes 
Secretary:   R.Crowther, 147 Kingsway, Ossett, Yorks. 

The meeting at the Bolton Technical College on December 12th, which was addressed 
by Larry Yarwood of R-R, Crewe, was an enormous success.   In the region of 70 
people attended the lecture, about 25 being RREC members and the remainder senior 
automobile engineering students.    We were treated to an extremely interesting and 
often humorous potted history of the company, a resume' of the facilities that R-R 
still offer to owners of prewar cars, literature available and some useful service tips. 
Possibly assisted and encouraged by an extremely convivial pre-lecture dinner at a 
local hostelry, Mr Yarwood kindly offered to return sometime to give us a further 
chat. 
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Future programme:   Monday February 13th at 7.30pm meeting at the premises of 
Robert E.Keeble Ltd, 16/17 Watson Street, Manchester (this is a small street 
situated parallel to, and at the south end of, Deansgate),   Bryan Pollard will have 
there his reconstructed open 20.   This is the car which is to form the pattern for the 
do-it-yourself open tourer bodies, suitable for 20, early 25, and PI (with of course 
minor mods.).   There is there another 20hp chassis and it is possible that some of 
the 'kit' may be shown on this chassis.   Mr Keeble is an exceedingly knowledgeable 
and capable man who worked on cars such as these when they were new.   His stand- 
ards are very high indeed and this should be the evening to pick up plenty of tips and 
ideas, even if you are not going to build your own body.   'Doors open' at 7pm to allow 
time for general viewing and chatter. 

It is intended to hold a 'pilot rally', to help the northern fledglings to find their wings, 
one Sunday in April, and a larger northern rally in June.   Precise dates have not yet 
been finalized.   The venue for both is likely to be Lyme Park, Disley,   on A 6, eight 
miles south-east of Stockport.   This seemed the most promising spot, since we have 
friends in high places. 

Incidentally, the Manchester to Blackpool veteran and vintage run June 4th (men- 
tioned in last Bulletin) is a first-class, well-run event, and well worth entering.   It 
is unusual in having a timed regularity road section of around 60 miles as well as the 
usual concours etc. 

Another good event in this part of the world is the 'Blackburn Times' V and V run 
from Hogton Tower to Clitheroe Castle - June 25th. 

The R-R owner drivers course at the Bolton Technical College should run again this 
year,  starting in April.   There are strong possibilities of a painting and coach- 
trimming course as well.   Details will be given as early as possible, 

R.B. 

from the technical sec.'s postbag 

1.   A COMMENT ON SOLDERING 

Member Ron Holloway has sent a suggestion for a material which works better than 
Baker's fluid for soldering 'difficult' items such as connecting-rod oil pipes.   The 
recommendation is Frylux solder paint.   It is a mixture of powdered solder and flux 
in a paste and is simply painted onto the area to be soldered.   The work is then 
heated and is immediately tinned when the required temperature is reached.   It has 
been used for soldering a crack in an oil pipe without even the need for removing the 
pipe from the engine.   It has also been used for soldering a plate to a cylinder head 
to repair frost damage. 
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2. DE-SCALING CYLINDER BLOCKS 

D.MacLean of Churchdown, Gloucester, is in the process of overhauling his 20/25 
and suggests that de-scaling the cylinder block water passages is made easier if the 
side plates are removed, the water holes in the cylinder head joint face plugged with 
small rubber bungs obtainable from a chemist and the block turned on its side and 
filled with Skalene. 

3. HOW TO SMASH A SPEEDOMETER DRIVE GEAR 

I was on my way down to the Berkeley Square meeting earlier last year when, as I 
rounded a roundabout on the A41, what can only be described as a horrible tearing 
noise came from directly under my feet.   The noise stopped and no fault could be found, 
The next day a similar thing happened as I turned onto the A4, only this time the tear- 
ing noise ended with a bang and the speedometer reading dropped to zero.    Easy, I 
thought, the speedometer drive cable has snapped, but when I checked I found it was 
intact, and I had to dismantle the speedometer drive gearbox on the gear lever exten- 
sion to find the trouble.   The bits came out as shown in figure 1.   The beautiful piece 
of wrought iron was once the square drive shaft which takes power to the speedometer 
drive gears from the servo shaft.   A spacer washer which should have been on the 
gear shaft between the gear and the housing was lying in the gear casing,   jamming the 
gear and preventing rotation.   The washer had obviously jammed the gear as it moved 
about the gear casing under cornering loads and the square drive shaft had then wound 
up until the driving peg on the gear shaft broke the gear.   The pieces of broken gear 
were also lying, in the gear case. 

Why had all this happened?  The speedometer drive shaft has to be removed to free 
the gear lever extension from the gearbox when this in turn is being removed to make 
it easier to take the gearbox out of the chassis.   It is most important that only the 
square drive shaft should be pulled out,  leaving the hollow gear shaft in place hi its 
housing to retain the drive gear and spacer.   Unfortunately I had pulled out the gear 
shaft as well and the spacer washer had,   unknown to me, dropped off inside the 
housing.   The complete set of parts, dismantled, is shown in figure 2. 

N.H.H. 

the prewar bentleys 
The story of the Bentley Company and its acquisition by Rolls-Royce is now academic, 

and in order that the distinction between the two names since that period onwards can 
be clarified, it is essential for the enthusiast to realise that the names Bentley and 
Rolls-Royce can never be disassociated.   Royce himself was responsible for the 
design of almost every single part of the first car, which was a 3 ½ litre, and his 
enthusiasm prior to that in this connection was enormous.   This fact has been borne 
out by the engineering department who were associated with this early project. 
Originally it was proposed that it should be supercharged, and finally this idea was 
dropped in favour of a silent sports car, the twin SU carburettors being compensatory. 



 


