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THE UPPER HEYFORD MEETING 
The United States Air Force were our hosts on Sunday 12th July at 

RAF Upper Heyford, Oxon, when some fifty cars attended the rally. 
Colonel Barrass gave a running commentary on each car, in chron- 
ological order, while they drove slowly across the arena.   This proved 
very interesting to our hosts and showed how coachwork developed over 
a period of forty years.   Subsequently we were shown over the station, 
and entertained by a film and an excellent tea, which rounded off a 
most enjoyable and successful day. 

STAVERTON AIRPORT NEAR CHELTENHAM 
The last outdoor rally of this season is on Sunday 6th September and 

will be held at Staverton Airport, which is situated on the main Glouc- 
ester -Cheltenham road opposite the Rotol factory.   The entrance has 
a large caravan display ground beside it.   There will be six skillful 
events and two humorous, none of which will impose any undue stress 
on the cars but merely tax the skill of their drivers.   The tests are 
suitable for any type of Rolls.   Colonel Barrass will be organising this 
event and it is essential that entry forms be sent to him, as a great 
deal of organisation is required to prepare for this event.   There will 
be picnicing from 12 noon and the events will commence at 2pm.   Tea 
will be available at the aerodrome terminal building.   Prizes will be 
awarded to the successful cars. 
(entry form on page 11) 

enthusiasts   club

 

Hon. Secretary: 

Hon. Treasurer: 

Technical Secretary:

 



2 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL 

The Hon. Treasurer reminds members that subscriptions for 1964/65 
became due on 30th June.   He regrets that, owing to the growth of the 
Club membership, he is unable to issue individual reminders and un- 
paid members will receive no further Bulletins. 

Rolls-Royce owners pay £1, enthusiasts at present without Rolls- 
Royce cars (Associate members) pay 10/-.   Cheques made out to 
'Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts Club' and crossed, please.   Bankers order 
forms are available from the Hon. Secretary. 

Bank charges for collection of subscriptions paid in dollars are 3/6 
per head and it would be appreciated if members concerned would kindly 
cover this charge when sending their subscriptions. 

TYRE SITUATION 
The Chairman has given repeated warnings through the Bulletin on 

the very delicate tyre situation for pre-war Rolls-Royce cars, and in 
July of this year an enquiry was made to the main Dunlop depot in Lon- 
don and to Vintage and Veteran Tyres and all other known sources of 
supply and not a single tyre for our cars was available.   This was at 
the beginning of the summer holiday season at a time when I was re- 
ceiving frequent requests for help in finding tyres for members whose 
cars were immobilised.   A letter was sent to Fort Dunlop, Birmingham, 
asking if they could tell me anywhere in Great Britain where any of 
their products suitable on pre-war cars were available and also re- 
questing an authoritative statement from them on the present tyre situ- 
ation.   In their reply they did not offer any information as to where any 
of their products could be purchased at that time.   As a result of this 
letter it appears that a run of the sizes in which we are interested will 
shortly begin and then there may not be another run for a year or more. 
In view of this delicate situation the committee decided to use club 
funds to make a bulk purchase of these tyres when they become avail- 
able to help members who are immobilised by tyre failure. 

Remoulds

 

- Dunlop Company are no longer remoulding any of the 
sizes in which we are interested and the supply of remoulding casings 
on which many of our members have depended in the past has virtually 
dried up.   Members in possession of any sound, used casings are ad- 
vised to send them for remoulding to the few firms who still tackle 
these old sizes. 

Tubes

 

- The often proffered advice of ordering the reinforced base 
inner tubes which are available for 600/19 and 700/18 covers, and are 
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not shown on the Dunlop list, is an absolute essential, as the unreinforced 
ones have a very short life in the higher speed range on the heavier cars. 

Statement for publication in Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts

 
Club Bulletin

 
DUNLOP VINTAGE AND VETERAN CAR TYRES 

With the object of making it possible for vintage and veteran car 
tyres to continue to be made available in the undermentioned sizes, 
the Dunlop Rubber Company Limited, in April 1962, decided that these 
tyres would only be sold through Vintage Tyre Supplies Ltd, 30 Dalston 
Gardens, Honeypot Lane, Stanmore, Middlesex. 

This company undertook to carry a comprehensive stock and accept 
deliveries in bulk from our factory at convenient intervals, which 
avoids the complications and handling the sales of small quantities of 
vintage tyres through normal trade channels, 

As will be seen from the list below, 7. 00-18 and 7. 00-19 Dunlop 
Fort covers, in which the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts Club are specially 
interested, are distributed on the company's behalf by Vintage Tyre 
Supplies Limited, 

The other main size in which your club is interested - 6.00/6.50-19 
Dunlop Fort covers and tubes - continues to be available through nor- 
mal trade channels.   Recently supplies of this size have been very 
short but this position will shortly be rectified, as further production 
is about to commence, 

Dunlop tyres for vintage and veteran cars

 

Dunlop covers - tubed 
                     4.50/4.75-21   5,25/5.50/6.00-20 
                     4.50/4.75/5.00-20                6.00-21 
                     5.00/5.25-21                          7.00(6.50/7.00)-20 
                      7.00(6. 50/7.00)-21 

Dunlop straight sided type - tubed 
32x4½ 

Dunlop Fort covers - tubed 
7.00-17               7.00-18 7.00-19 

R-R CHASSIS CORROSION 
From about 1929 onwards, the front and rear dumb irons of the 

chassis were fully enclosed.   This was done by fitting cover plates to 
the inside edge of the main chassis members, the plates extending 
from the shackle pins at the ends of the chassis to a distance of about 
9" along the chassis. 
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In the case of the rear dumb irons, the cover plates form a box with 

an open end facing forward as a scoop, and little provision is made for 
water to drain out of the closed and lower rear end.   When the car is 
driven in the wet, therefore, water collects in the box and corrosion 
can take place.   This can be particularly serious as within the box 
there are two aluminium distance pieces supporting the cover and an 
aluminium junction box at the rear end of the electric wiring conduit. 
The electrolytic action set up between the steel of the chassis and the 
aluminium causes the corrosion to be very severe.   Having seen a 
chassis seriously pitted and distance pieces corroded down to 1/4" 
diameter from the original 5/8", to say nothing of the total disappear- 
ance of a section or conduit, I have removed the remains of the covers 
and I do not intend replacing them on any account.   The discovery of 
this level of corrosion on a chassis which is absolutely perfect else- 
where really surprised me, and I would strongly recommend members 
who have chassis of this type to remove the two screws (only two) re- 
taining each cover plate to make sure that severe corrosion is not 
taking place.   Prior to this discovery, I really believed that the actual 
R-R chassis would last forever, but I have to admit that my faith has 
been shaken.   I only hope that I have spotted the trouble before it is 
too late. 

N.H. 

RECOGNITION 
Does it help to have a good knowledge of performance of other cars 

on the road, such as a tester has?   I should not think so.   Many Minis 
are driven by sedate middle-aged fathers or shy and diffident young 
people; others have 100 mph capacity. Many a Jaguar is bought merely 
for comfort and luxury and never cruises at more than 50.   Many aged 
cars are driven like Roman chariots.   I should think the Rolls-Royce 
is the most predictable.   It is usually driven professionally or by a 
very experienced amateur.   I have not seen one with L-plates, though 
it could happen. 

IRRESISTIBLE 
One thing about driving a R-R is that if you just motor blandly along, 

your city and country journeys are made in remarkably good time.   A 
young colleague, examining his trips with an uncle's old R-R, has been 
discovering this.   The favourable factors are:   a) The I-never-saw- 
the-other-car crisis does not arise; everybody sees a R-R; 
b) Professional bullies realise that their insurance companies might 
receive a mortal shock if there was trouble;   c) Nobody knows quite 



  



 


